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The U.S. will cut the tariffs related to fentanyl precursor chemicals from 20% to 10%
US-China Deal: Tariffs Reduced for Soybean, Rare Earth Pledges

Following their high-stakes
summit on October 30,
2025, on the sidelines of
the APEC meeting,
President Donald Trump
announced a significant
easing of trade tensions
with China’s President Xi
Jinping, describing their
talks as a “roaring
success.”

The agreement halts a
fresh escalation of the
trade war and centers on
mutual concessions across
critical economic areas.

The most immediate 

change involves tariffs.
The U.S. will cut the
tariffs related to
fentanyl precursor
chemicals from 20% to
10%, bringing the
combined tariff rate on
Chinese goods down
from 57% to 47%. In 

exchange, President Xi
pledged to step up efforts
to curb the flow of
fentanyl components
into the U.S.
China also agreed to two
major economic steps:
resuming large-scale
purchases of American 

soybeans and delaying
new export controls on
strategically important
rare earth elements for a
period of one year. 

The rare earths truce is
globally significant, as
China holds a near-

President Donald Trump, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands before their meeting at
Gimhae International Airport in Busan, South Korea on October 30, 2025

LBC News Network monopoly on these critical
minerals used in advanced
technology.

While the deal, which is set
to be renegotiated
annually, avoids an
immediate rupture between
the world's two largest
economies, analysts
caution it represents a
fragile, short-term truce
rather than a
comprehensive structural
agreement. 

President Trump is
expected to visit Beijing in
April, continuing the
diplomatic engagement.

The severe cyclonic storm crossed the Andhra Pradesh coast near Antarvedi

AP Damage Pegged at ₹5,265 Crore; Relief Efforts Intensify 
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Two days after Severe
Cyclonic Storm Montha
made landfall, initial
estimates reveal significant
damage across Andhra
Pradesh, preliminarily
pegged at ₹5,265 crore. 

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
confirmed the figures on
October 30, indicating that
the Roads and Buildings
(R&B) sector suffered the
highest loss, amounting to
₹2,079 crore, followed by
aquaculture and
agriculture sectors. The
severe cyclonic storm 

crossed the Andhra
Pradesh coast near
Antarvedi earlier this
week, bringing
widespread heavy
rainfall and strong
winds. Despite the
substantial
infrastructure and crop 

loss, the government
reported no human
casualties, crediting
timely evacuations and
advanced preparedness
monitored through the
Real-Time Governance
System (RTGS). Relief
and restoration work are 

currently in full swing
across the affected
districts of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana.
NDRF and SDRF teams
are engaged in clearing
road blockages caused by
uprooted trees and
restoring essential services 

A view of eroded houses in Jaggaraju Colony, Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh

like power and water
supply. In Telangana,
where heavy rains have
caused extensive flooding,
initial loss estimates are
also running high, with
reports of at least six
fatalities.

The Andhra Pradesh
government has begun
distributing free essential
commodities, including
rice, pulses, and oil, to
families in relief camps and
to fishermen and
handloom workers whose
livelihoods have been
disrupted. A detailed
damage assessment report
is being compiled for
submission to the Centre
to seek financial assistance.



“Be yourself; everyone else is
already taken.”

– Oscar Wilde
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Halloween: The Ancient Roots of Samhain, Costumes, and Candy

attempt to confuse or
mimic the wandering
spirits so as not to be
recognized or harmed.

The Influence of
Christianity

As Christianity spread, the
festival merged with
Christian observances. In
the eighth century, Pope
Gregory III designated
November 1st as a time to
honor all saints and
martyrs. 

This day became known as
All Saints' Day, or All
Hallows' Day. The evening
before, October 31st,
became All Hallows' Eve,
which eventually evolved
into the name we use
today: Halloween. The
following day, November
2nd, was later designated
All Souls' Day, a time for
honoring the faithful
departed. 

These three days,
collectively known as
Allhallowtide, retained
many of the earlier
customs of lighting fires
and remembering the
dead, ensuring the ancient
focus on spirits and the
afterlife endured.

Customs: From Soul Cakes
to Trick-or-Treat

The history of Halloween
is vividly expressed in the
evolution of its customs:

Trick-or-Treating: The
modern door-to-door
solicitation for candy has
roots in a few older
traditions. One is the
medieval European
practice of "souling,"
where poor people—often 

children—would go
house-to-house on All
Souls' Day and All
Hallows' Eve, receiving
"soul cakes" (a small cake 

marked with a cross) in
exchange for promising to
pray for the dead relatives
of the household. 

Another precursor is
"guising" in Scotland and
Ireland, where young
people would dress up and
perform a song, poem, or
trick in exchange for food
or money. By the 20th
century in America, this
tradition secularized and
transformed into the
candy-fueled ritual we
know today.

Jack-O'-Lanterns: This
iconic symbol traces back
to Irish folklore and the
tale of "Stingy Jack."
According to the legend,
Jack tricked the Devil and
was cursed to wander the
Earth for eternity. The
Devil gave him only a
single burning ember in a
hollowed-out turnip to
light his way. 

To ward off Jack's
wandering spirit and
others, the Irish began
carving menacing faces
into turnips and potatoes.
When Irish immigrants
brought the custom to
America, they discovered
the pumpkin was a larger,
softer, and more suitable
canvas, giving rise to the
modern Jack-O'-Lantern.

Costumes: Originating
with the Celts who wore
disguises to hide from or
blend in with spirits on
Samhain, the custom has
transformed dramatically.
While historically focused 

on ghosts, goblins, and
witches, modern
Halloween costumes
celebrate pop culture,
fantasy, and sheer
creativity, becoming a
global expression of
imaginative freedom.

Myths, Folklore, and
Symbolic Imagery

Halloween’s imagery is
deeply steeped in folklore,
representing the transition
into the darker half of the
year:

Witches and Black Cats:
The association of witches
and the occult with
Halloween is a throwback
to the medieval period,
where witch hunts were a
dark reality. Black cats
became intrinsically linked
to witches, believed to be
their "familiars".

Bats and Owls: These
nocturnal creatures
became symbols of
Halloween because they
are most active at night,
representing the darkness
and mystery of the spirit
world that was believed to
open on this evening. 

The Colors Black and
Orange: Black is
symbolically tied to the
"death" of summer and
the dark, cold nights of
winter, as well as the
world of the dead. Orange
symbolizes the vibrancy of
the autumn harvest, life,
and fire, especially the
bonfires once lit to ward
off spirits.

In essence, Halloween is a
celebration that reminds
us of the cycle of life and
death, light and darkness. 

Halloween, a night
painted with shades of
orange and black,
spookiness and sweetness,
is one of the world's most
enduring and popular
holidays. 

Celebrated annually on
October 31st, it is a
modern tapestry woven
from ancient spiritual
traditions, centuries of
folklore, and modern-day
fun. But to truly
understand the spirit of
Halloween, one must
journey back over two
millennia to its mysterious
roots.

 A History Etched in
Celtic Tradition

The story of Halloween
begins with the ancient
Celtic festival of Samhain
(pronounced Sow-in),
celebrated over 2,000
years ago in the regions
now known as Ireland,
the United Kingdom, and
northern France.
Samhain, marking the end
of summer and the
harvest, was the Celtic
New Year. More
profoundly, it symbolized
the boundary between the
world of the living and the
world of the dead.

The Celts believed that on
the night before the new
year, October 31st, the
veil separating the two
worlds thinned, allowing
the spirits of the dead—
both good and bad—to
walk among the living.
This convergence was a
time for both celebration
and fear. 

To commemorate the
event, people would light
great bonfires, where
sacrifices were sometimes
made, and gather to ward
off malevolent spirits.
Crucially, they also wore
costumes, often made of
animal skins, in an  

-LBC Editorial Team
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Vizag to host Google's first AI Hub in India with $15 billion investment
The project, in partnership with Adani Enterprises, involves an approximately $15 billion (USD)
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Visakhapatnam is set to
become a global
technology destination
following Google's
announcement on October
14, 2025, of a massive
investment to establish its
first Artificial Intelligence
(AI) Hub in India.

The project, in partnership
with Adani Enterprises,
involves an approximately
$15 billion (USD)
investment over five years 

The Visakhapatnam Port
Authority (VPA) is set for
a major financial boost
after signing a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with the Housing and
Urban Development
Corporation Limited
(HUDCO) on October 28,
2025.

Under the agreement,
HUDCO will explore
providing funding of up to
₹487 crore to support the
development and
modernization of port
facilities. This essential
capital is earmarked for 

(2026-2030). The multi-
faceted hub will feature
India's first gigawatt-
scale data center campus
and a major new 

The Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMC) is
exploring an innovative,
nature-based solution to
tackle sewage pollution
along its coastline. 

On Sunday, October 26,
2025, GVMC
Commissioner Ketan
Garg, accompanied by
environmental experts
from Andhra University,
inspected drainage outfalls
at key beach areas,
including the YMCA
Beach.

Following the inspection,
officials announced plans
to establish 'constructed
wetlands'—artificial
systems that use
engineered basins, gravel,
and plants to naturally
treat wastewater. 

A pilot project is slated for
the YMCA Beach outfall
point to significantly
reduce the discharge of
untreated sewage into the
sea. This move is part of
the GVMC’s larger, firm
commitment to finding a
permanent, scientific
solution for coastal
pollution. 

key infrastructure
initiatives, including the
mechanization of West
Quay berths and
enhancing the operation
and maintenance of East
Quay berths. 

This investment will
greatly enhance cargo
throughput capacity and
operational efficiency.
The funding is a significant 

international subsea
gateway. 

This infrastructure is
crucial for scaling AI 

step toward improving
efficiency in cargo
handling, port logistics,
and boosting overall
capacity. This
collaboration, formalized
during the ongoing India
Maritime Week, aims to
further VPA’s sustainable
development goals and
cement Visakhapatnam's
role as a vital maritime
hub on India's east coast.

services globally and
ensuring reliable, high-
speed digital connectivity.

The Andhra Pradesh
government expects this
landmark investment to
generate around ₹10,000
crore in revenue for the
state and create up to
30,000 total jobs. 

The development is hailed
as a major step in
positioning the state as a
digital powerhouse and
accelerating AI-driven
transformation nationwide.

IT Minister Nara Lokesh Inaugurates Projects, Attends Cricket
Match in Visakhapatnam

HUDCO Commits ₹487 Crore for Visakhapatnam Port
Modernization

GVMC plans
'Constructed
Wetlands' to stop
sewage flow into
Vizag Beaches
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IT Minister Nara Lokesh
visited Visakhapatnam on
Sunday, October 12, 2025,
for a series of
development programs
and official engagements.

The Minister's itinerary
included a visit to IT Hills
– Rushikonda, where he
formally inaugurated the
new SIFY Data Centre on
Hill No. 3. 

This inauguration aligns
with the state's vision to
boost its digital
infrastructure and attract
more tech investments,
underscoring
Visakhapatnam's growing
importance as an IT and
digital hub. 

The Minister stressed that
such projects are key to the
state's economic progress
and youth employment.

Later in the day, Minister
Lokesh attended the high-
profile ICC Women's
Cricket World Cup match
between India and
Australia at the Dr. YSR
ACA VDCA Stadium.

Alongside ICC and BCCI
officials, he participated in 

the naming ceremony of
two stadium stands after
renowned women
cricketers, Mithali Raj and
Ravi Kalpana,
highlighting the
government's focus on
sports and women's
empowerment. 

He also reportedly
addressed public
grievances at a
"Prajadarbar."
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The Andhra Pradesh
government has sanctioned
₹361.24 crore to the
Andhra Pradesh Airports
Development Corporation
Limited (APADCL) to
boost airport infrastructure
and regional air
connectivity across the
state.

The funds are earmarked to
accelerate the development
of crucial aviation projects,
including upgrades to
existing facilities and initial
groundwork for proposed
greenfield airports. The
allocation aligns with the 
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A devastating bus fire near
Chinna Tekuru village in
Kurnool district claimed
the lives of 19 passengers
and one biker in the early
hours of Friday, October
24, 2025.

The tragedy occurred
when a private sleeper bus,
traveling from Hyderabad
to Bengaluru, reportedly
collided with a fallen
motorcycle on National
Highway 44. 

The collision dragged the
two-wheeler, causing its 
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fuel tank to rupture and
ignite a massive fire that
rapidly engulfed the bus.

While approximately 27
people managed to escape,
many were trapped as the
blaze spread through the 

state's strategic vision to
enhance air travel access
for tier-II and tier-III
cities, positioning Andhra
Pradesh as a key aviation
hub.

This infusion of capital is
vital for advancing Phase 1
projects at sites like
Kuppam and Dagadarthi,
where technical studies are 

AP to launch AI-Powered 'Naipunyam' portal for 20 lakh jobs

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu has directed
officials to launch the
'Naipunyam' portal, an
ambitious new digital
platform designed to be a
one-stop gateway for skill
development and
employment.

The Chief Minister, during
a review meeting on
Thursday, instructed that
the portal be unveiled
before investors at the
upcoming CII Partnership
Summit in
Visakhapatnam. 

The Naipunyam platform
is an AI-powered system
that integrates state and 

institutional databases
to offer upskilling
courses, real-time skill
assessments, and job
listings. 

Its goal is to fulfill the
government’s
commitment to creating
20 lakh jobs for the
youth by 2029.

The platform will feature
innovative tools,
including an AI-assisted 

resume builder and an
interview simulator, to
enhance job-readiness. 

Furthermore, the CM
directed that monthly
job fairs be conducted in
every constituency to
ensure continuous
engagement between
skilled candidates and
industries.

sleeper coach. Police have
confirmed the arrested bus
driver's negligence and
over-speeding as factors. 

The deceased biker was
later confirmed to have
been driving under the 

Andhra Pradesh is set for a
major administrative
overhaul as Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
approved the preliminary
report on District
Reorganization on
Tuesday. 

The comprehensive
exercise aims to rectify
issues from the previous
government’s district
formation and align
boundaries with public
aspirations and
administrative efficiency.

The Cabinet sub-
committee, headed by
ministers, has reportedly
proposed the creation of
up to six new districts,
which would increase the
state's total from 26 to 32. 

Key long-standing
demands, such as the
formation of a
Markapuram district, are
being addressed. The Chief
Minister stressed that the
reorganization must be
done scientifically,
ensuring each Assembly
segment remains within a
single district. 

already complete and
further development is
set for a Public-Private
Partnership model.

This sanctioned amount,
which will be released in
quarterly instalments, is
in addition to a recent
government guarantee
for a ₹1,000 crore loan
from HUDCO.

influence of alcohol. 

The state government
announced ex-gratia relief
for the victims' families,
and an investigation is
ongoing, with police also
probing the possible
involvement of a third
vehicle.

Survivors described a
harrowing escape,
smashing windows to flee
the inferno as emergency
exits reportedly failed.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi offered condolences
and announced financial
aid for the affected.

AP Government Sanctions ₹361 Cr for Airport
Infrastructure Push

4

19 killed after collision ignites sleeper coach 
The tragedy occurred when a private sleeper bus reportedly collided with a fallen motorcycle

AP to Redraw
District Map; Final
Plan Nears Cabinet
Approval
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Civil Engineering department organises a One-Week Faculty Development
Program
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The Department of Civil Engineering at Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College of Engineering, Visakhapatnam, is
organizing a One-Week Faculty Development Program (Online) under the AICTE-ATAL FDP scheme on
"Sustainable Practices and Innovative Trends in Civil Engineering" from November 10th to 15th, 2025.
Faculty members and interested individuals can register online at [ATAL Academy Signup]
(https://atalacademy.aicte-india.org/signup). There is no registration fee.
The department encourages the circulation of this information among relevant departments, faculty, friends, and
other interested individuals. Registered candidates will be notified via email. 

Registration Steps in the ATAL FDP Portal:
1. Sign up as a participant [here](https://atalacademy.aicte-india.org/signup). 
2. Fill in the General Details on the ATAL Portal. 
3. Upload the ID card and NOC/Registration form (PDF). 
4. Click on "FDPs." 
How to Find the FDP Title in the ATAL FDP Portal:
1. Click on the 'FDPs' menu to access the Faculty Development Programs section. 
2. Select "ATAL Online" under the FDP Type. 
3. Filter by month: Choose "November." 
4. Select the field thrust area: "Engineering and Management." 
5. Scroll through the results to locate the program titled "Sustainable Practices and Innovative Trends in Civil
Engineering." 
6. Verify that the details match the application number (1747281370) and the program dates (November 10th to
15th, 2025). 

Applying for the FDP:
1. Click the “+” symbol next to the identified FDP to apply. 
2. Upload the NOC. 
3. A pop-up message will confirm the successful application. 
4. Candidates can check the "Applied FDPs" section in the left panel to verify their application status. 
End: Application process complete. 
For queries, contact the department via phone or WhatsApp at 9494184906. We look forward to your
participation!
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SIDAR in association with Dr. L.B. College, held a book launch event 

Former IAS officer E.A.S. Sarma said that many in Andhra University (AU) tried to shift the university to
Vijayawada in the past, but it was only Sir C.R. Reddy, the founding Vice-Chancellor (VC) of AU, who stood
firm in stopping such a proposal. Mr. Sarma was the chief guest at the “Visionaries of Andhra University: Role
of 19 Vice Chancellors in 100 Years” book launch event organised by the Society for Integrated Development
and Research (SIDAR), in association with Dr. Lankapalli Bullaiah College, here on Wednesday.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Sarma highlighted the role of Sir C.R. Reddy in the transformation of AU in
many aspects. Acharya Nagarjuna University (ANU) former VC V. Bala Mohan Das, who was one of the
authors of the book, said that of the 19 VCs, 14 of the VCs were from Humanities background, while the other
VCs were from Sciences and Engineering backgrounds.

RGUKT former chancellor and SIDAR president K.C. Reddy mentioned that the centenary university was led
by visionary leaders. Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College secretary and correspondent G. Madhu Kumar said that
he studied in AU during the golden jubilee celebrations and was proud to be a part of the centenary celebrations.
He highlighted that the initial classes of Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College in 1973 were started in the AU campus,
and the college later acquired land and moved to the present location. 

AU's former VCs Beela Satya Narayana and G.S.N. Raju, Dr. BR Ambedkar University former VC S.V.
Sudhakar, Krishna University former VC S. Rama Krishna, Rajah’s College (Bobbili) former English
department head S. Vinaya Bhushan Rao, and Writers Academy chairman V.V. Ramana Murthy, shared their
insights on the university as alumni.
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Engineering College Hosts NASA International Space Apps Challenge 2025 

The NASA International Space Apps Challenge 2025 was successfully conducted on October 4 and 5, 2025 at Dr
Lankapalli Bullayya College of Engineering (A), Visakhapatnam, in association with Prajna Resources Pvt. Ltd.
The global hackathon, themed "Learn, Launch, Lead", brought together young innovators, coders, and
researchers to create impactful solutions using NASA's open- source data.

The event commenced with an inspiring inaugural ceremony graced by Dr. Abraham Varughese, Director,
NSTL, as the Chief Guest, who encouraged participants to pursue innovation with scientific curiosity and global
responsibility.

Secretary and Correspondent of Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya Colleges, Dr. G. Madhu Kumar, along with Prof. D.
Deepak Chowdary, Engineering College Principal, and Dr. G.S.K. Chakravarty, UG & PG Principal, also
addressed the students and motivated them towards the innovations. During the two-day event, participants
worked intensively across five evaluation rounds. The rounds were Impact, Creativity, Validity, Relevance and
Presentation.

The rounds tested the teams on innovation, scientific soundness, alignment with NASA data, and clarity of
communication. A total of 81 teams registered for the Hackathon event. Out of which 56 teams comprising over
300+ students from 14 engineering colleges in and around colleges of Visakhapatnam and other parts of the state
and country. The event evoked a huge response. The event was coordinated by Mr. D. Bhujanga Rao,
Coordinator-Skill Development Center.

Three teams have been selected for virtual review by NASA in the Space Apps Challenge 2025. The selected
teams are Code Cloud, led by B. Harshitha from Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College of Engineering (A); Techno
Titans, led by S. Shantala from East West Institute of Technology, Bengaluru; and Aerolith-X, led by A. Vishnu
Vardhan from Avanti Institute of Engineering, Visakhapatnam.

LBC News Network
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Health and nutrition session conducted to embrace wellness-focused lifestyles

On 24th September 2025, a special session on Health and Nutrition was organised by the Skill Development
Centre in association with the Health Club, featuring Ms Kiranmai T., Founder & CEO of Healthy Fuel,
Visakhapatnam. She shared valuable insights on balanced diets, mindful eating, and healthy living. The
interactive session motivated faculty and students to embrace wellness-focused lifestyles. 

LBC News Network
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B.Sc student receives prize for poster presentation

Saniya, a student from the Third B.Sc. program, has made us all proud
by winning a prestigious prize for her captivating poster presentation
at the recent ICAR event. Her hard work and creativity truly shone
through, earning her well-deserved recognition.
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Psychology Department celebrates World Mental Health Day

Dr. Pujitha holds an impressive academic background, comprising three master's degrees in Psychology,
Management, and Counselling & Family Therapy, along with a Ph.D. from the University of Maryland, USA,
and a Law degree from Andhra University. Her scholarly contributions include publications in national and
international journals, conference presentations, and articles in leading newspapers. 

Currently, she serves as the CEO of 99 Mindfit, an organisation dedicated to empowering individuals to "get
their brain to work for them, not against them." As a psychologist and psycho-legal advisor, Dr. Pujitha
seamlessly integrates her expertise in psychology, management, and law to provide holistic and practical
solutions for personal and organisational well-being. 

Deeply passionate about mental health awareness, she has conducted numerous workshops for educational
institutions and service organisations, including the Indian Red Cross. Dr. Pujitha recently published a book
titled "Suicide Vaccination." She noted that discussions about suicide in the media often fail to address solutions,
prompting her to explore prevention strategies, early warning signs, and how to seek help. She emphasised that
suicide is a global issue that must be taken seriously. 

Dr. Pujitha highlighted the importance of raising mental health awareness in both urban and rural areas. On
October 10, 2025, the college celebrated World Mental Health Day. The Department of Social Sciences
organised a guest lecture featuring Dr. Pujitha Josyula, who spoke about the significance of World Mental
Health Day, the concept of mental health, and ways to seek help. 

Addressing the Gen Z students, she discussed the challenges this generation faces today, including the negative
impacts of excessive social media use and issues like cyberbullying on overall health. Following her lecture, a
question-and-answer session allowed students to pose various inquiries. Dr. P. Surekha, Vice Principal of U.G.,
felicitated Dr. Pujitha, and the event was attended by both students and faculty.

UG & PG Cricket Team

Engineering Cricket Team

College Cricket Teams

Junior college hosts Cultural Fest

Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya Junior College celebrated an incredible two-day Cultural Fest on October 17th and
18th, 2025, that brought the campus to life! Students embraced the spirit of the event by donning vibrant ethnic
dresses, showcasing the rich diversity of their cultures. The festivities included a variety of exciting activities such
as colourful rangoli-making, delightful cooking competitions, energetic dancing, cycling races, and spirited
sports contests. It was a fantastic time filled with creativity, camaraderie, and celebration.
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Sri. M. Sribharath addresses UG, PG & Engineering students

Sri M. Sribharath, Honourable Member of Parliament, visited the college on October 25, 2025, to address
undergraduate, postgraduate, and engineering students. The Honourable MP encouraged students to ask
questions to ensure an interactive session. By addressing a wide range of topics, he successfully engaged the
students' interest throughout the event. 

He emphasised the importance of being self-reliant, advising students to prepare themselves for their careers
without solely depending on institutions, faculty, or family. More than 350 students, staff members, and
principals participated in the interactive session. 

LBC News Network
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Engineering college holds orientation program

The First Year Orientation Program was held on 11th October at 10:00 a.m. in the Block 5 Seminar Hall,
attended by around 250 students and 15 faculty members. The event began with welcome addresses from student
leaders Mr. Santosh and Ms. Meghana, followed by a prayer song from Ms. Pranavi, Ms. Pranathi, and Ms.
Sahasra. Principal Prof. D. Deepak Chowdary welcomed the first-year B.Tech students, emphasising the
importance of academic excellence. 

Professor D. Madhavi, Head of the Department of Computer Science Engineering, encouraged students to
enhance their academic performance using modern technologies. Prof. G. T. Naidu, Head of the Department of
Civil Engineering, highlighted the growing job opportunities in Civil Engineering due to infrastructure
development. 

Prof. J. Babu, Head of the Department of Electronics and Communications Engineering, motivated students to
develop a positive attitude towards education, while Dr. G. Anand, Head of the Department of Electrical and
Electronics Engineering, stressed the need for self-awareness in pursuing careers in Electrical Engineering. 

Prof. V. Radha Devi advised participation in extracurricular activities for overall development. Chief Guest Dr.
G. Madhu Kumar, Secretary & Correspondent of the College, spoke on the significance of moral values in
education, urging students to focus on self-improvement rather than social media distractions. The program
included a Bharatanatyam performance by Ms. Santhoshi Sahashra, followed by a vote of thanks from Ms.
Gowri Supraja, and concluded with the National Anthem. 
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sea-level rise—which
exacerbates storm surges
and high-tide flooding and
unprecedented inland
rainwater volumes,
trapping populations in a 

hydraulic vice. The
consequences stretch far
beyond infrastructure 
damage. 

Global data, including the
latest Climate Risk Index,
confirms that the
frequency and intensity of
these natural calamities are
escalating the human and
economic toll. 

Hundreds of billions of
dollars are now spent
annually coping with
disasters that are
scientifically proven to be

more likely and more
potent due to climate
change. 

For context, insured losses
alone from extreme
weather events are
projected to reach
approximately $145$
billion in 2025, continuing
an alarming annual growth
trend. 

Furthermore, a report
from the UN Environment
Programme has estimated
the adaptation finance
needs of developing
countries to be at least
$310$ billion per year by
2035, yet current public
international funding flows
are less than a tenth of
that, leaving a yawning
gap in global resilience.

The burdens fall
disproportionately on
vulnerable communities
and developing nations,
undermining decades of
development gains and 

forcing mass migration. 

Beyond direct economic 
loss, the human toll is
measured in loss of life, 
displacement, and the

surging incidence of
water-borne diseases and
zoonotic infections as 
ecosystems are disrupted. 

The failure of developed 
nations to meet their long-
standing financial pledges
such as the $100$ billion
per year climate finance
goal is not just a moral
deficit; it is a profound
policy failure that actively
blocks the most vulnerable
populations from building
necessary defenses.

Crucially, the scale of this 

new reality renders our
existing infrastructure
obsolete. 

Dams, levees, and urban
drainage systems,
designed for the climate of
the 20th century, are now
struggling under the
unpredictable stress of a
rapidly warming world. 

Climate-resilient upgrades
for global infrastructure
require trillions of dollars
in investment, but the
benefit-cost ratio of
adaptation, estimated at
roughly 4:1, proves that
every dollar spent now is
an investment against
massive future loss. 

Adaptation measures,
such as enhanced early
warning systems, are vital,
but they serve only to
manage the symptoms.
The core threat remains
untouched.

We have passed the point 
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Climate Change and the Year of Deluge
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of arguing over the reality
of climate change; the
evidence is written in the
mud and ruin of countless
communities worldwide. 

The window for 
preventative action is not
merely closing—it is
almost shut. 

The primary call to action
is no longer simply to
adapt, but to demand
decisive, systemic political
and economic shifts
toward aggressive
emissions reduction. 

Until we treat the cause of
the fever, our reliance on
fossil fuels, the cycle of
extreme rain, flood, and
calamity will only
intensify, leaving us to
count the ever-increasing
cost of water.

The year 2025 has been
etched into the global
memory not by a single,
dramatic catastrophe, but
by the relentless,
overwhelming presence of
water. 

From the catastrophic
monsoon flooding in
Pakistan and India that
displaced millions, to the
deadly flash floods that
ravaged communities in
Texas and overwhelmed
drainage systems across
Central Europe, the
narrative is painfully
consistent: the Earth’s
water cycle is operating in
overdrive.

These are not merely acts
of nature; they are the
manifest symptoms of a
destabilized climate. 

The overwhelming
scientific consensus is
clear: human-caused
global heating is
supercharging the
hydrological cycle,
turning expected seasonal
rains into devastating
deluges. 

For every 1 degree Celsius
of warming, the
atmosphere can hold
approximately 7% more
moisture. 

This excess vapour acts as
fuel, transforming
ordinary storm systems
into veritable atmospheric
sponges, capable of
dumping record amounts
of rainfall in concentrated
bursts.

This phenomenon
explains the devastating
shift from drought to
deluge—a climate trend
known as "weather
whiplash." Hard, parched
earth, baked by prior
heatwaves, cannot absorb
sudden, heavy rainfall,
leading immediately to
destructive surface runoff
and flash flooding. 

We have witnessed this
cycle intensify globally,
creating humanitarian
crises where previously
manageable weather
events occurred. 

Coastal regions are
simultaneously battling 

-LBC Editorial Team
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Gaza Ceasefire Holds Amid Hostage Release & Prisoner Exchange
The truce, which took effect in early October 2025, has allowed displaced Palestinians to return north towards Gaza City

Russian armed forces
have conducted a series of
large-scale combined
missile and drone attacks
targeting Ukraine’s
critical energy
infrastructure throughout
October 2025. 

The strikes, including one
major barrage on
Thursday, October 30,
have resulted in
significant power outages,
particularly across central
and southern Ukraine,
causing civilian casualties.

The UN Human Rights
Monitoring Mission 

The campaign for the
upcoming two-phase
Bihar Assembly Polls has
intensified dramatically,
with star campaigners
from both major alliances
crisscrossing the state. 

With voting scheduled for
November 6 and 11, the
ruling National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) and the opposition
Mahagathbandhan are
pulling out all stops.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah held multiple
rallies to consolidate the
NDA's position.

Concurrently, Congress
MP Rahul Gandhi and
Mahagathbandhan Chief
Ministerial candidate
Tejashwi Yadav held their
first joint rallies, attacking
the NDA on issues of
unemployment and
migration. 

The NDA released its
manifesto today,
promising one crore jobs,
shortly after the
Mahagathbandhan
released its document,
which focused on a "social
justice" agenda. The high-
stakes battle is now
centered on major rallies
and manifesto pledges.

The Delhi government's
experimental bid to
combat severe air pollution
with cloud seeding has
been paused after a recent
trial failed to induce
significant rainfall.

The operation, which
included two sorties on
October 28, was conducted
in collaboration with IIT-
Kanpur, releasing silver
iodide and other particles
into clouds over areas like
Burari and Mayur Vihar.

Minimal rain was recorded
in neighboring Noida and
Greater Noida.
IIT-Kanpur officials
confirmed that the low 

The two-year-old conflict
entered a crucial new phase
with a landmark ceasefire
that provided the first
sustained calm since the
initial October 7 attacks.

The truce, which took
effect in early October
2025, has allowed
displaced Palestinians to
return north towards Gaza
City, even as Israeli forces
maintain a presence in the
enclave. The core of the 

moisture content in the
clouds (only 15-20%) was
the primary reason for the
negligible precipitation. 

Crucially, however, the
trials yielded valuable
data, showing a
measurable 6-10%
reduction in PM2.5 and
PM10 particulate matter
in the targeted zones. 

This suggests a potential 

agreement the exchange of
hostages taken during the
October 7, 2023, attacks
for Palestinian prisoners
held by Israel is proceeding
cautiously. Israel released a
list of over 250 Palestinian 

for air quality
improvement under
challenging conditions. 

The next planned sortie
for October 29 was put on
hold until weather
conditions, particularly
moisture levels, become
more favorable, as ideal
humidity levels are
necessary for success. 

prisoners in the first
phase,while Hamas has
delayed some hostage
body handovers, citing
alleged Israeli violations. 
The exchange process is
complex, with Prime 

Minister Netanyahu
warning the truce will be
tested, but the reprieve
from large-scale fighting
offers the first significant
break in hostilities in two
years.

The US, Qatar, and Egypt
continue to mediate
intensive talks to prevent a
total collapse and finalize
the permanent return of all
remaining captives and
displaced persons.
Humanitarian aid access
has also seen a critical, if
limited, increase.

Russia Targets Ukraine Energy Grid; UN Warns of
Winter Crisis

Delhi Cloud Seeding Trial Hits Snag: Low Cloud
Moisture Halts Rain Effort

confirmed the attacks
mark the third large-scale
strike this month on
energy facilities in
civilian areas. 

UN officials have issued
a grim warning, stating
that the continuous
targeting of essential
infrastructure could have
“dangerous
consequences” for 

vulnerable groups,
including the elderly and
children, as the harsh
winter months approach. 

International bodies are
urging immediate
protective measures and
assistance to prevent a
humanitarian crisis.

Bihar Poll Campaign
Heats Up: Modi vs.
Rahul as Allies Unveil
Manifestos
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Norris Takes F1 Championship Lead with
Dominant Mexico GP Victory
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Women in Blue Storm Into World Cup Final by defeating Australia
The Indian Women's Cricket Team has secured its place in the final of the ICC Women's ODI World Cup 

The South African
Springboks successfully
defended their title,
winning the Rugby
Championship after a
hard-fought 29-27 victory
over Argentina at
Twickenham on
Saturday, October 4,
2025. 

Trailing 13-10 at
halftime, a dominant
second-half performance
fueled by two tries each
from hooker Malcolm
Marx and scrum-half
Cobus Reinach allowed
the Springboks to
overturn the deficit. 

Despite a late rally from
the Pumas, South Africa
secured the title on
points difference from
New Zealand, who also
finished the tournament
on 19 log points. 

This win marks the first
time in history that the
Springboks have won 

the Rugby
Championship in
successive years. 

Their forward power
proved decisive,
especially during the
second-half resurgence.

Namitbir Singh
Walia Achieves
International Master
Title in Chess

Lando Norris seized the
lead in the Formula 1
Drivers' Championship
after securing a
commanding win at the
Mexico City Grand Prix
on Sunday, October 26,
2025. 

Starting from pole
position, the McLaren
driver put in a near-
perfect performance to
finish a decisive 30
seconds ahead of
Ferrari's Charles Leclerc. 

Red Bull’s Max
Verstappen completed
the podium in third
place. The victory,
Norris's sixth of the
season, propels him one 

The Indian Women's
Cricket Team has secured
its place in the final of the
ICC Women's ODI World
Cup 2025 after a
remarkable five-wicket
victory over arch-rivals
Australia in the semifinal. 

In a thrilling contest, the
Women in Blue
successfully chased down a
daunting target of 339,
setting a new record for 

the highest successful run-
chase in Women's ODI
history. 

The chase was anchored by
a phenomenal, unbeaten
century (127*) from 

point ahead of teammate
Oscar Piastri in the title
race with just four Grand
Prix events remaining. 

McLaren has already
clinched the
Constructors’
Championship, setting
the stage for an intense
fight for the individual
driver's title.

Norris's dominant drive
saw him control the pace
from start to finish. 
Teammate Piastri, who 

had led the
championship coming
into the weekend,
recovered from a
difficult start to finish
fifth, limiting the
damage in the
standings. 

The result is a crucial
momentum shift, with
the one-point margin
guaranteeing a nail-
biting conclusion to
the 2025 season. 

Jemimah Rodrigues,
whose power-hitting was
instrumental. 

Captain Harmanpreet
Kaur also provided a
crucial partnership with a 

high-impact knock. Their
combined efforts were
sublime. 

The victory ends
Australia's dominance in
the tournament and sends
India to the championship
match, where they will
face South Africa on
Sunday. This monumental
win has galvanized
national support ahead of
the final showdown. India
now rides a wave of
unprecedented
momentum into the highly
anticipated final.

Chess talent Namitbir
Singh Walia has
officially earned the
prestigious International
Master (IM) title, the
second-highest honour in
chess, after a stellar
performance in France.

The young player, a
student from Jalandhar,
secured the final required
norm at the 3rd
Annemasse International
Masters Tournament,
where he finished with an
impressive fourth
position overall. 

Walia is now only the
second player from
Punjab to achieve this
coveted distinction,
marking a significant
milestone for the state's
chess community. 

His consistent
performance at
international events
positions him as a strong
contender for the even
higher Grandmaster title
in the future, bringing
immense pride to his
family and the Indian
chess fraternity.
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Springboks Power Past Pumas to Clinch Back-to-
Back Rugby Championship Titles


